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U.S. CONSIDERS EVANGELIST WINS HEARERS ; ' THIRD HOLD-U- P PLINYFISK DENIES CHARGi
CONCESSION ON THOUSANDS TURNED AWAY 'IN THREE DAYS

. MADE BY LA WSON BEFOi I 1

ARMED SHIPS
Tabernacle TooTand fns Will

WASHINGTON COMMITTEE PROBING LEAK
May Allow British Merchant- -

msn to Carry Guns Both

Fore and Aft.

STRONG PROTEST EXPECTED

Official Look for Action by

Germany If New Regulations
Are Expected.

State Department official let It be
known 'today that the American Gov-

ernment has under consideration the
advisability of issuing a new set of
regulations to American port offi-

cers governing tho status of .armed
merchantman.

Prom intimations let drop in these
quarters the American Government
will probably take the position that
the merchant vessels of Great uritain
and other belligerent powers are en-

titled to carry heavier armament
than heretofore, and to mount their
guns fore as well as aft without los-

ing the right to the customary privi-
leges accorded merchant vessels atj
American ports.

' Ttotable Concession.

Should this action be taken it will
involve a notable concession to Great
Britain, which is preparing to In-

crease the armament of her merchant
craft.

It may be expected to bring forth
a vigorous protest from Germany, and
may lead to serious complications
with the government of that coun- -

The action would be based on the
view that the recent operation of
German submarines has been' of such
a, character as to war-an- l the Amer-
ican Government In permitting mer-

chant vessels using its ports a more
liberal degree of defensive arma-
ment than the .present port rules
would imply. ""

Limits Set By United States.
Under the orders Issued to Amer-

ican port officers at the outbreak of
the war it was specified that among

tha-facto- rs determining bcjinoften.
alve character of a merchant ship
were the following That guns should
not exceed six Inches In caliber: that
there should not.be more than two of
them, and that they should be mount-
ed afU

Acordlng to the press reports from
London, the British admiralty has Is-

sued, or Is about to Issue, orders di-

recting British merchant vessels to
.jcarry guns of larger caliber than six

Inches, and to mount them fore as
well as aft. ' '

Plain intimations have come from
German quarters here that if "the ad-
miralty orders are put into effect Ger-
many will consider that r subma-
rines are entirely justified in sinking
such vessels without warning.

Only Merehantxoen Covered,

The pledges to the United States,
It has been explained In these quar-

ters and the etatemejAAvas repeated
today were intended to cover only
merchant vessels. Germany, accord-
ing to the Herman embassy view, will
never subscribe to the view that mer-
chant ships can retain their status as
such if they carried guns fore and
aft.

As a matter of fact, it was de-

clared at the State eDpartmet today.
Secretary Lansing, who has the ma-
tter under consideration, has received
no official continuation from Great
Britain of the reported changes in
armament.

It was indicated, however, mat a
definite lnauirv n the subject fs
about to be sent to London. The
Inquiry will also ask as .to the truth
of the report that the course of
these British merchant vessels be
tween the United States and Eng--

(Continued on Tenth Page.)

AVOIDS PEACE DISCUSSION

Senator on Verge of Argument Over
Proposed League.

The Senate bf a narrow escape tn!
, morning from getting Into a discus-

sion of the leagoe to enforce pence
which President Wilson' Is advocating
and which he wants this country to
Join.

Senator Brandegee had read a let'r
showing the purpoi-- e of the league
to Enforce Peace. It was sent him b
the promoters of this movement.

This led Senator William Alden
Smith to take the floor briefly and
shy a few "bricks" at the prOpojeJ
league.

Senator Tillman has read a joint
resolution of thf. legislature of South
Carolina Indorsing the league Idea.

A general discussion looked Immi
nent, but It was headed off by calls
for the regular order.

RADIO TALKS 'ROUND WORLD

New U. S. Station Near San Diego
Proves Power.

'SAN DIEGO, Cal., Jan. 2D. The
new. naval radio station at Chollas
Heights, near here, which was form-
ally opened Friday, gave a demon-
stration of Its power yesterday when
the operators on duty talked with
the Arlington station, the Darltfii,
Panama: Nome, Alaska, and Hono-
lulu; overheard French operators at
work on the Island of Papeete, south"
Pacific, and concluded by exchanging
the time of day with operators at a
radio station near Melbourne, Aua, tralla.

No attempt will be'made to flash
a message to Europe until the vari-
ous new instruments hv been

K-ri- -

Be Made to Accommodate Crowds.

'Another Billy Sunday."

Gypsy Smith. ,Jr., underrated his abil-

ity as an evangelist and his power to at-

tract vast congregations, with the result
that his tabernacle at Sixteenth and V
streets Is entirely too small.

The fact that 5,000 persons who strug-
gled for admission failed to get In last
night, and were turned away caused the
executive committee which arranged the
evangelistic campaign to meet today to
discuss ways and means of accommodat
ing the crowds.

May Use Card System.
The demand for seats being about

three times as great as the supply,
the committee may have to resort to
the admission by card only system
for lh first week, so as to give the
congregations of the churches which
planned the revival an opportunity to
hear the. evangelist. .
. Within half an hour after the four-
teen doors of the tabernacle were
opened last night. 1,000 more persons
than the building was Intended to ac-

commodate had crowded their iway
Into It-- Half an hour before the serv-
ices began 6,000 persons standing on
the outside were Informed by Cs.pt.
Robert Doyle and the big police de- -'

tall that there was no chance of their
gaining admittance.

Crovrd Was With Him."
Gypsy Smith, Jr., was overwhelmed

with his success. He never p'reached
to so large a congregation in all his
life, and he says he never talked to
a more Intelligent or attentive

he admitted that ever since
accepting the engagement to preach
here he had been tormented with
fears and doubts as to his ability to
achieve success in the National Cap-
ital, riven to the very moment he
began his first sermon last night he
was "fearful and trembling," but It
required only a few moments for him

DRY BILL FIGHT DP

; AGAm TOMORROW
"

!$& ' f --)z-

Preliminary Skirmish on Shep-par- d

Measure in .House Dis-

trict Committee.

The prohibition Issue will come up
again at-a- , meeting of the House Dis-

trict Committee tomorrow morning.
Both the "wet" and "dry" forces on
the committee will be on hand and
even the preliminary skirmish oer
the Sheppard bill promises a spirited
session.

It is probable that at the outset
there will be a wrangle over the ques-
tion of hearings and the length of
hearings, as well as the referendum
amendment.

The "dry" element in the House de-

sires that "the Sheppard bill shall
be reported from committee and
passed Just as it. stands.

Insist on Rrferendura..
The" "wets" are opposed to any ac-

tion at all. but if there must be ac
tion they Insist that the referendum
amendment shall be included In the
prohibition bill.

A petition similar to that which
Senator Underwood presented o the
Senate is now before the House com
mittee. .

This petition asks that Congress
will not force prohibition on the Dis-
trict, but will give the citizens here
a chance to vote for or against pro
hibition

The referendum Idea appeals to a
number vof members of the District
Committee, notably Congressman
Warren Worth Bailey of. Pennsylva
nia who probably will lead the fight--

Close Friend of Dryan.
Mr Bailc Is a close friend of WII

liam Jennings Bran, one of the lead
era in the national prohibition move
ment, but Congressman Bailey avers
he cannot support a prohibition meas
ure which denies Washlngtonlans a
right to vote on the issue.

That the District Committee will
decide to hold hearings Is reasonably
certain. The committee has yet to
decide how long these hearings shall
run and whether a few witnesses are
to be heard on each side of the que
tlon or the hearings thrown open to
the general public with every citizen
having the privilege of recording his
views.

POTOMAC BRIDGE APPROVED

War Department O. K.'i Span for
Proposed New Railroad.

The War Departmenthas approved
a bill by Congressman Jones of Vir-

ginia, providing for the construction
of a bridge across the Potomac, south
of Washington, for the proposed Bal-
timore to Newport News railroad.

If Congress actai favorably and .au-
thorizes construction of the bridge,
the War Department will then pass
upon the plans for the proposed
bridge, and its approval is necessary
before construction can be begun.

NO LEAK HERE.
Secrecy has become so much a hab

It at the State Department that It
has so far refused to give out the
birthday message President Wilson
sent to Kaiser Wllhefm Saturday.

Florida, All East and West Coast Points
reached. 4 train dally via Atlantic Coast
Una. OtOcf MM Nsw York ave. nw. Advt.

to realize that the "crowd was with
him" and that his success In Wash-
ington was assured. '

Happy Over Success.
"I went to bed very happy last

nlirht." said the evangelist today. "I
had had misgivings for several weeks
because I never held a revival In so
large ,a city as Washington, and I did
not know Whether tr not I could
measure up to the task. It ras mag-
nificent, splendid, fine, the opening
laat night, and I look forward to a
month of pleasure and profitable
work for the Lord htre."

The Rev. Dr. John Carpenter Pal-
mer, .chairman of the executive com-
mittee, and other members of that
body were deluged with congratula-
tions by ministers and church mem-
bers today because of the success of
the opening.

No Service Tonight.
There will be no seftvice at the

tabernacle tonight nor on any Mon-
day during Gypsy Smith's stay here.
Monday Is supposed to be his "rest
day," but as a matter of fact It Is
the day on which .he works hardest,
for I Is then he prepares all his
sermons for the week.

Tomorrow, night seats will be re-

served In the tabernacle for the con'
gregatlons of Northminster Presby-
terian Church. "Gunton Temple Me-

morial, Church "of the Covenant, Fif-
teenth street Presbyterian Church,
and Chevy Chase Presbyterian Church.

Wednesday afterndon at 3 o'clock
the evangelist will conduet a serv-
ice, and that night seats will be re-

served ' for . the members of Wash-
ington Heights Presbyterian Church,
and Fourth, Central, Gurley,. and
Sherwood churches.

Thursday night large delegations
representing Ecklngton Presbyterian
Church, Metropolitan. Wallace Me- -

(Continued on Fifth Page.)

RIGID SUNDAY LAWS

DRGRDIORrDISTRICT

Action by( Congress Advocated

at Meeting of Eastors' "

Federation.

Enactment by Congress of stricter
Sunday laws for Wsahington wss ad-

vocated at a meeting of the Pastors'
Federation at the V. M. C. A. build-
ing today.

Following an address by Attorney
W. W. Mlllan on "Some Legal Aspects
of Sunday," a committee was ap
pointed to' Investigate the subject o

observance of the Sabbath in the Na- -

tlonal Capital and make recommenda-
tions to the federation. The com-

mittee la composed of the ltev. Wal-

lace" Radcliffe. the Rev. O. O. John-
son and the Rev. C. H. Butler.

WonfdHave Congress Art.
In his address Attorney Mlllan call

ed attention to the fact thatThe Com-

missioners had drafted a policeyeg-
ulation permitting moving picture
shows and concerts In which the per
formers cannot appear in costumes
on Sunday. He said "these exemptions
are not In the Interest of'Sunday ob-

servance but rather for the opposite
purpose." The speaker declared the
police regulation prohibited '""register.
nnow ana circuses, anu mai it
Commissioners had been so minded
they could have Included, moving pic-

ture shows aruL concerts.
Attorney Mlllan sakf that while the

Commissioners had the right under
their police powers to prohibit "ever-thln- g

that Is not promotive of the
comfort, health, peace, prosperity,
morality, and genera! welfare of the
residents of Wahlngton." It was ad-

visable that Congress be called upon
to pass a specific act dealing with
Sunday observance In Washington.

Powers Called Inadequate.
A bill, with this end In lew has

been pending In Congress for two
years, he said.

He suggested that Congress rather
than the Commissioners deal with the
subject "so that the Sunday laws may
be exact, that there may be no evas-
ion, and that there may be no un-
doing."

The power to make police regula
tlons, now vested in the Commission
ers, and an act passed by the Mary
land legislature In. 172:1, bequeathed
to the District, when the territory was
ceded to the Federal Government, are
the regulatory means at hand today,
the attorney said He declared these
were Inadequate to compel ..he proper
observance of the Sabbath In Wash-
ington.

W. VA. DEBT CASE UP AGAIN

Virginia Seeks Mandamus to Com-

pel Payment.
Attorney General John G. Pollard,

of Virginia, today asked the Supreme
Court to compel West Virginia to
pay to Virginia $14.000,000 her share
of the Virginia State debt when West
Virginia seceded at the outbreak of
the dlvil war.

The Supreme Court last term de
elded West Virginia must pay the
money. The legislature was to Issue
bonds to pay it. This It has failed
to do. The Supreme Court, by Pol
lard's petition. Is asked for a writ
of mandamus to compel payment of
he money.

Pedestrian Robbed at New Jer-

sey Avenue and D Street .

Southeast.

THREATENED WITH PISTOL

Negro Obtains $18 and Flees.
Police See Return of

Crime Wave.

Sign's of a return of the wave. of
robbery which alarmed Washington
during the months preceding Christ-
mas grew stronger today, when an-
other hold-u- p the third in the Dis-
trict and vicinity In three days wss
reported to the, police.

Burton Caynor. 1916 Eighth street
northwest, told the police that a
negro halted him at New Jersey-avenu- e

and D street southeast, a few
minutes after .midnight, "pointed a
pistol at him and demanded his
money.

Went Through "Pocket.
Caynor said the man went through

his pockets, tpok $18 in bills and
fled. Detective Frank Baur hurried
to the scene and started an Investi-
gation, and shortly afterward a de-

scription of. the negro was flashed
to police throughout the city.

Caynor. said the negro, had dark
brown skin, was about twenty-fiv- n

years old and v weighed about 15B
pounds. Caynor said the negro ran
west In D street.

Sees Similarity In Crlsaes.
Inspector Cliff I .Grant, chief of

detectives, expressed the firm belief
today that the man who held up Paul
Hlnsley, Washington, chauffeur, on a
lonely road In Rockvllle .Saturday
night, robbed him and escaped In
Hensley's car, after being chased
ten miles through the country by a
posse, is one of two hold-u- p men
who operated recently in the vicinity
ofChester. Pa.

The Inspector recalled that not
long ago a man was held up In
Cheater under circumstances Identi--

Leal with tmsae-tmo- 'er vi-Jt- Hlnsjey
was trappea in uociiviuef rvaiuniay.

The search for Hlnsley assailant
witched to Washington yesterday,

when Sheriff ijalther, of Montgom-
ery county, iM.. learned that, after
eluding his pursuers, the hold-u- p

man bought a ticket for this city at
Germantown.

Police In Aetlve Hnnt.
The train reached Washington at

9:30 yesterday morning, however, be
fore the sheriff was able to notify
the local, police. The Washington
authorities aye making every effort
to capture the man. ,

When the fugitive reached
early yesterday morning he

was nearly exhausted from hi wild
trip through the'woods.

Bought XerT Clothes.
He went to the store of Robert

Pumphrey and "purchased a pair of
gray trousers and tan shoes. His
shoes were soaked front the snow
and his trousers were torn by. the
brush, Pumphrey told the sheriff.

George Mires, the night' clerk at
the White House Lunchroom at Fifth
and D streets northwest, who was
held up In the eating place early
esterday by two young white men,'

who looted the cash register of $3
In change, "put one over" on the
highwaymen. It was learned today.

Only a few moments before the
hold up men entered the lunch-
room at 0 o'clock. Mires had taken
a large sum of money from the

i

IN MEDITERRANEAN

Reports Sinking of Three Vessels,
Including Transport.

BERLIN (la Tuckertown wireless).
Jan 29 A German submarine In the
Mediterranean, according to an official
nnnnumement today has sunk the fol-

lowing essels:
Jrfiiuiir) 'J A ful! -- armed and loaded

steamer of about 6,003 tons
January IS Tne Hrnnil Hritlsh tanker

Garfield, of 3.S00 tons, bound from Mal-
ta to Port Said with coal and oil Tlie
Garfield' capLnln was taken prisoner

Janunr) 25 Armed hostile transportj
about 2T0 miles east of MhUu by a tor-
pedo The steamer was steering eaat-w- at

J snd was convoed by a French tor-
pedo boat

The steamer, whlrh was crammed with
tioops. sank In ten minutes, the state-
ment said.

REVENUE BILL REPORTED

Vote Due Tomorrow on Measure to
Raise 4b,000,OOU.

The House Committee on Was and
Means today by a strict party vote'
favorably reported the Increased rete
nue bill as drafted by the majority
members and approved in Democratic
caucus.

The bill, which I to raise 248,00O,-00-

will be taken up In tho. House to-
morrow. A vote is expected tomor-
row afternoon. . .

PRESIDENT PLAYS GOLF

Braves Snow, But Rain drives Him

In From Links. ,

The snow which covered the links
at the Washington Country Club this
morning could not keep Mr. Wilson
off the course. But a heavy rain,
which began to fall soon after he had
passed the eighth hole, sent him back t
to the clubhouse In" a bit of a hurry,

ARGUMENTS ON

MLUATIONDATE

Pepco Attorney Declares Find-

ing of Company Value

Should Be for 1916.

CITES COURT, 'DECISION

Says Commission Should Hew
to Line and Let Benefits

Fall as They May.

Contending that Potomac Electric
Power Company valuations should be
of July 1, 1016, as found by experts
for the company, and not of July 1,
1014, as found by the valuation bu-

reau of the commission. Charles A.
Douglas, counsel for the power com
pany, today began before the 'Public
Utilities Commission, clostng - argu
ments In the hearing on valuatloniof
the company's "properties.

'Mr. Douglas requested that valua
tion of the Potomac Electric Power
Company be not finally determined
until that of the Washington Rail
way and Electric Company had been
determined. He said he made this re-
quest because of the close relation-
ship between the two companies..

With respect to the Potomac Elec-
tric Power Company valuation Mr.
Douglas said that In all cases exam-
ined by him, numbering between '60
and 100 he did not fl nda single
count decision; from those of the Su-
preme Court of the United States
down, which did not uphold him In
his contention. Both the company's
and the commission's valuations were
filed at about the same time, but the
tatter's valuation was based on the
supposed cost, of reproduction on
July i, ion.
j. . C:tes Different Condition. v3t.l

In JuIyT o? 1014. no1"laid "the "JoaH-- T

try was In .a state of depression.
there were no Industrial develop
ments, and the cost of labor was low,
wlflle In July, 1016. exactly opposite
conditions prevailed.

"It might be argued that In 1016
conditions were abnormal because of
the war," he said, "but It would be
pure speculation on the part of the
commission to say, for Instance,
when the "price of copper will de-

crease.
"Who can tell when the war will

end? n may be this year or next, or
the year following. And when It
does end, the United States, with Its
riches and enormous resources, will
be called upon to do the business of

(Contimif d on Tenth Page )

NEW JERSEY CONVICTS RIOT

Outbreak Follows Inspection of
State Prison by Governor.

TRENTON. N. J.. Jan. anioting yes
terday and today by convicts at the f'
State prison followed the Inspection of
that Institution Saturday afternoon b
Goernor Edge and the prison Investi-
gating commission. The outbreak among
the convicts started shortly after chapel
service jesterday and was not quelled
untl lthis morning, whe ntwenty ring-
leaders were isolated in. the abandoned
wing No. 3.

When It came time for the prisoners to
go to work this morning there was a
general strike threatened, but the depu
ties finally succeeded In getting all of
the convicts except the twent to go to
the shops.

The disorder was the greatest in wing
6. where shortly after the prisoners had
ben returned from chapel jesterday
they commenced to el! and scream,
pounding on their cell bars with tin
pans and other Implements. During the
trouble, beds were oerturned. windows
broken and furniture destroyed gener-
ally.

THIRD LEADS IN HEALTH

D. C. Guard Shows Best Medical
i

Record on Border.
SA.V ANTONIO. Tex.. Jan. 20, In

addition to it other claims to dls
tlnctlon. the Third District of Colum
bla Infantry can boast of being the
healthiest regiment of the Twelfth
division at Camp Wilson Figure
show that tho sick rate In the com
mand is less than that of any of the
other organizations, and that tewpr
men are In the hospital.

In fact, a Washington guardsman
sick enough to go to the base hospi-
tal Is almost a curiosity. The health
record being set by the Third I at-
tracting attention from high military
officials of the Southern department.
A program of routine training was
carried out in camp toda.

GIRL ATTACKED BY WOLF

Posse Trails and Kills Animal.
Child Escapes.

nOCHESTEK, Jan. 20 When Lucy
Ballard twelve years old, who lives a
few miles from Penn Yan, started for
Sunday school yesterday a large gray
wolf ran out of a pasture Jane and
attacked her.

Adam Babcock, a farmer, heard h r
cries and ran to help her. The anlm'il
fled .' posse trailed tho wolf to
gully, where It was killed. It weighed
'seventy five pounds. The Ballard girl
received a few scratches,

POTATOES HIT NEW
RECORD PRICE HERE

Several Barrels- - of MtCor- -
mphk Sold at $6 Afterr Steady Increase.

- "What Is said to be th.e hjgheat price
for potatoes In loca marketu was
reached today, when several barrels
of McCbrmicks were;so!d at &.

The nrlce has been steadily creep-
ing up almost dally until the falgh
water mark was reached today. In
former years. It Is said, a farmer
made money from a .crop of McCor-- .
raicit potatoes u ne realized BO cents
a bushel. Dealers, half seriously.
siaieq,,inai ir me price continues to
advance, those potatoes will be selling
by the doie'n rather than measure.

Another advance may be expected
in the price of onions, dealers believe.
They were selling this morning at
from MO to 7 for 100 pounds. This
Is an advance of 60 cents a hundred
pounds since Saturday.

Sweet potatoes took an unexpected
leap this morning from 12 to i tsack to $4 or even more. .

Eggs remained the same. There U
likely to bo no change for several
days, dealers slhted, bat when a break
does come, the price will drop rapidly.
They were wholesaling At from: 38-- to

a Ac-se- and retailing at from
45 to M cents. .

0:8. TROOPS RUSH

RIOMG MEXICANS

Crowd Hurls Missiles at Sol-

diers Enforcing Quarantme"1

. on Interoatkmal'BrkHje.

EL paso. Tex-- Jan. 2Jv-Se- rlons

end of the International bridge wast
resumed at 7 o'clocS today. A crow'd

JSTSSwJS?-- -
nor oiar-Jw- a laentcinsmig.
until bathed, began "throwing stones
and bottles at the American soldiers
doing duty i customs guards.

Sergeant Peck, of Company A,
Twenty-thir- d infantry, was struct by
the shower of stones sad Injured about
the head. Roy Schuyler, of the cus-

toms guard, was struck by a bottle
and slightly Injured.

Attacked By CavSlry
Company A rushed the mob and

pushed them back across the center
of the bridge.- - About 8 o'clock Mexi-

can cavalrymen, with whips, charged
the mob and drove all off the bridge,
but were unable to disperse the
crowd.

The street car company did not re-

sume service across the bridge today,
and Americans are not allowed to
cross the line.-- y

Shouts of "Death to Grlngoes" are
heard at frequent Intervals.
a One Mexican Killed.

Federal authorities announced tl.at
one Mexican was killed during . .e

riot yesterday and several others In-

jured. David McChesney. an Arae-i-c- an

reporter, was caught Inthe crowd,

the. women tearing his clothing and
scratching his face, and shouting
"Kill the Gringo!" During the rioting
some women shouted "Viva Villa!
Death to the Americans!"

Quarantine Hesented.
The rioting started as the result

of a misunderstanding when United
States officials began t.nforctng
stricter quarantine regulations be

cause of the increase of typhus at
Juarez. More than 400 women em
ployed on this side of the border
gathered at the international ge

Under the new order they were not
allowed to cross until 7 a. m, and
then only after rigid inspection.

Because of the rioting and larjto
financial losses, the Juarez race tracK
closed today for the season.

U. . TO PROTECT BISHOPS

Carranza Authorities Reported To
Be Seeking Churdhmen.

The United States Government Is
going to do everything In Its power
to protect the bishop of Zacatecas
and Guadalajar. the first of whom
is being sought by the Carranza au
thoritles In Mexico, and the latter
now under arrest on a charge of
treason

Tills announcement was made today
at the White House following the re-

ceipt of Information from Secretary
o? State Lansing, which was trans-
mitted to the Executive mansion.

PLAYHOUSE SUIT PUT OFF

Illness of Justice Stafford Necess-
itates Postponement.

Owing to an Indisposition which
necessitated Justice Stafford's ab-

sence from the court, the hearing of
the suit for an Injunction brought
against the owners of the Playhouse,
Washington society's amusement
resort, by AdmlraV and Mrs. Seaton
Schroeder, has been postponed until
Thursday afternoon at 1 o'clock.

J u nice Stafford has been confined
to his home bv a severe cold for the
Dast week, and will not be able to

New York Banker Says - Bos-tonf- an.

Should Be,.Sent to

'Prison as Perjurer. -

GENERAL ' CONTRADICTION

Has Had Only Routine Rela-

tions With McAdoo of Late,

He Testifies.

NO FAVORITISM, HE SAYS
.

Declares Federal Bank Office

Were Chosen Because of
Superior Vaults.

NEW YORK, Jan. 29. After enter-
ing categorical denial or having had
any leak information trom a Cabinet
member or slicing a leak pool with
Secretary McAdoo. PI lny "!!. ,
suggested to the Souse note leak com-

mittee this afternoon that Thomas ff.
Lawsos be iraptisoned as a perjurer.

He held Lawson had "wantonly
blackened a reputable Mat, bttttaat
perhaps "It was Use result of a dis-

ordered brain.
And. while denying- - all knowledge

of a leak or" a deal with McAdoo. Fisk
admitted" "previous rlose business, re
lations with the Secretary.

Was Associated WHfc Him.
He had otoed np the Secretary's

business when he became a Cabinet
member end had been associated In
McAdoo' 'Hudson tube project.

Incidentally, he admitted arglng
McAdoo to select the. Fisk property
hern for a. Federal reserve ban! loca- -
tlon- - n?.Jh,.wAdoBJ Jl.LTana a nan, uioags. ck cji&iaictz,
solely becsure it bad superior vault
facilities.

.JJ-ffcle- teli4Hksa'.ArefcK.
baa Whits : av saytog Fisk sad
b'oastei- - of ha.v4a control over Mc- -
Adoo. was hotly.-denie- and pro- -
voked this outburst from. Flak:

Tills statement of Lawxm'i about
an alleged Interview with Archibald
White has gone broadcast, and I think
that Mr. Lawson sbouTB be taken at
his word and be put behind the bars
for perjury for wantonly using a
reputable nam as he did mine.

"I said at the time that maybe It
was tne result of a disordered brain,
and In that case the good Lord might
take care of it in His own way."

Emphatic Denial.
"When Mr. Fisk was asked con-

cerning the truth of the statement
attributed 'by Lawson to Archibald
White, the banker, that he had boast-
ed of controlling the Secretary of the
Treasury, the witness denied em-
phatically that he had ever made such
a claim. -

The story of White, as repeated by
Lawson, was" that White had met
Fisk at a club, and that Fisk. In '
prder to exhibit his fancied power
over Secretary McAdoo, had offered
to call him up on the long distance
telephone, and "even to ask him to
come to New Tork.

Scarcely Knew White.
In his denial Mr. Fisk declared

that he scarcely knew White, would
probably not have known him at all
If they had not at one tlme lived at
the same apartment house. In the
winter time that he had never met
White at a club, and that he belongs
Xo no clubs of which White was a
member. ,

Mr. Fisk Is a member of the bank-
ing firm of Harvey Flak & Sons.

The witness when questioned by
Sherman L. Whipple, the committee s
counsel, denied with, equal emphasis
that the transactions of his house on
the Stock Exchange between Decem-
ber 10 and 23 included handling an
account for any "Government official.
Cabinet officer, or man high up In
public life."

Moit "Over Counter."
In submitting a transcript of the

firm's dealings, which were In sym-

bols so that the names of customers
were not disclosed. Mr. Fiakrsatd.the
great bulk of their business in that
period had be(en "over the ounter."
that is. buying and selling Govern-
ment bonds and high-clas- s securities
which were subject to little fluctua-
tion, and did not pass through the
Stock Exchange.

In addition, however,, the house had
half a dozen brokers trading for it
on the exchange, and it was in con-
nection with these accounts that Mr.
Whipple sought to learn whether tho
name of any Administration official
was Involved.

Other brokers with whom he had
had dealings were Carlisle, Melleck &
Co.: H. M. Whitney & Co.. Finch &
Tarbell. E. D. .Levinson, and L. M.
Prince & Co.

No nelationa With 3IcAdxM
As for knowing McAdoo. Flak said die

had had relations with the Secretary
when the latter was building the Hud-
son tubes, but added, "since he be-
came Secretary our paths have seldom
crossed."

Fisk described himself as a "dealer In
Investment securities." chiefly Govern-
ment and city bonds and Industrial is
sues. He did business with other firms,
he said, notably Foster and. LtfUnsbetTy,
and others whose names he promised to
secure. Jrorever, the firm, he said.
trades for our own account."
Fisk was empowered to close up

take his seat again on the bench forlMcAdoo'a "business affairs when he
at least several days. went to the Cabinet, and he did this.

I


